Suggested Reading

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

This week you may wish to read the following passages from the Bible.
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Recommended Reading
Mark 14: 1 - 16:8

B

The Passion Narrative

Read Carefully
Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark

C

Henley on Thames

15: 21 - 41
14: 1 - 2
14: 32 - 42
14: 53 - 64
11: 1 - 11

Jesus, the Messiah.
Mark

4

8:22 - 10:52

The Death of Jesus
The Conspiracy against Jesus
Gethsemane
The Trial of Jesus
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem

Background Reading
Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12.

The Suffering Servant.

Prayer
O God, who by the pages of both Testaments
Instruct and prepare us to celebrate the Paschal Mystery,
Grant that we may comprehend your mercy,
So that the gifts we receive from you this night
may confirm our hope of the gifts to come.
Through Christ our Lord
Amen.
(From the Easter Vigil)
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Peter's profession of faith (Mk 8:27-30) is the turning point in the Gospel story.
At the beginning of the Gospel, Mark states that 'Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God.' During his ministry in Galilee this is progressively revealed by the
teaching and actions of Jesus. Peter's declaration of faith reveals Jesus’ true
nature which will only be fully revealed on the Cross. Peter’s declaration acts
as a hinge which unites these two parts of the Gospel.
From this moment onwards, the focus of the Gospel changes and also its
geographical setting. Jesus teaches his disciples that he must suffer and die.
They need to understand that Jesus is also God's suffering servant.

Jesus’ ministry in Galilee concludes as he resolutely takes the road to
Jerusalem. The journey of Jesus is 'a way of the Cross' which is emphasised
as they continue 'on their way.' The followers of Jesus are called to carry
their cross after him. There are three predictions of the Passion which in
turn are linked to the disciples’ threefold failure to understand the full
meaning of this teaching. The Cure of the Blind Man at Bethsaida (Mk 8:22
- 26) and blind Bartimaeus at Jericho (Mk 10:46 - 52) frame this section of
the Gospel.
Each miracle stands at the beginning and at the end of the journey to
Jerusalem and draw our attention to what Jesus has been doing on the
way: striving to open the eyes of his disciples. Both of these miracles have
a symbolic quality. The blind man at Bethsaida has his sight restored
gradually. This symbolises the gradual awaking to faith which the disciples
display. (Compare Mark 8:22-26 & 8:27-30) Bartimaeus recognises Jesus,
as Son of David, rather than Jesus of Nazareth. He is healed immediately
and follows Jesus on the way to Jerusalem.

Next Week

The Passion according to Mark.
__________________________________________
We will conclude Mark's Gospel by studying the Passion Narrative. This section
(Mark 14:1 - 16:8) comprises one third of the Gospel. As we study the Passion
narrative, it would be helpful to note how Mark refers to the themes he has
introduced previously. We shall find this week’s study of the journey to
Jerusalem very helpful. The concepts of the 'Suffering Servant' and the
Messiah who came to serve will be revealed in greater clarity.
Our study of the Passion according to Mark will become an important
foundation for our future examination of the Passion of Jesus in Matthew's
Gospel and Luke's Gospel. In future we shall concentrate on comparing the
passion narratives of Luke and Matthew with that of Mark.

This section of the Gospel continues the previous theme of 'discipleship &
faith.' The previous section concluded with Jesus exclamation; 'Do you still
not understand?' (Mark 8:21) It also points forward to the next part of the
Gospel, in which the disciples will struggle with the mystery of the Cross as
an essential aspect of Jesus' identity.
Peter's profession of faith is momentous and marks a turning point in the
Gospel. It is the first time that the disciples have expressed their faith in
Jesus and echoes the declaration of Mk 1:1. 'The good news about Jesus
Christ, Son of God.' The title Messiah or Christ (in Greek) means the
anointed one. This was distinctive of Kings of Israel and applied to the
future leader of Israel who would come to set them free.
Peter's declaration of faith (Mk 8:27 - 30) is united with the first prediction
of the passion. Jesus seeks to clarify their understanding of the Messiah by
explaining his suffering, death and resurrection. Jesus rejects a political
understanding of this title. The disciples must unite themselves with Jesus
by sharing his suffering and following him on the way of the Cross. Peter
fails to understand its meaning.
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The cure of Bartimaeus reveals to us the true nature of discipleship and
faith. Bartimaeus understands who Jesus is although he has never met
him. He is told that Jesus of Nazareth has arrived in Jericho; whereas he
declares Jesus to be the 'Son of David' = the Messiah. This title is important,
because Jesus is travelling to Jerusalem = the City of David. It is as the
Messiah that he will enter the city triumphantly. Following the restoration
of his sight, Bartimaeus follows Jesus to Jerusalem, where the prediction
of the passion will be fulfilled.

The Transfiguration of Jesus (Mk 9:2 - 8) can also be understood in the context
of the prediction of his passion. Jesus is revealed in glory in the presence of
Moses & Elijah, symbolising the fulfilment of the Law & the Prophets. The
voice of the Father reveals his true nature as God's Son. However, once again
its significance is not understood as the disciples discuss what 'rising from the
dead' could mean. (Mk 9:10)
The Second Prediction of the Passion (Mk 9:30 - 32) continues to develop the
themes within this section of the Gospel. Jesus passes through Galilee and
does not wish anyone to know because the Galilean ministry has ended. The
focus of the Gospel is now the journey to Jerusalem. Jesus wishes to teach his
disciples (about his passion and death) as he travels on the way. Each
prediction of the passion is more detailed than the previous account.
Jesus stresses that the Son of Man will be 'delivered' into the hands of men.
(Mk 9:31) His prediction of the passion is linked with the disciples’ failure to
understand. This is emphasised by the passage which follows, as the disciples
argue who is the greatest? (Mk 9:33-37) Which can be contrasted with the
declaration of Jesus that anyone who would be first 'must make himself last of
all and servant of all.' (Mk 9:35)
This statement is clarified in the third (and most detailed) prediction of the
Passion. (Mk 10:32-34) Jerusalem, the goal of their journey is mentioned. It is
here that Jesus will suffer and die; yet he travels resolutely to his destiny. The
detail within this prediction is a summary of the passion narrative and as such
sets the scene for all that is to follow. Jesus explains the significance of his
suffering, and reveals its importance for understanding his nature and the way
of the disciple.
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The request by James and John only serves to heighten the disciples’
misunderstanding of Jesus suffering. They shall share the 'cup' & 'baptism' of
Jesus. These are references to his passion and death. However, the seats in
the kingdom are not his to grant. The other disciples’ indignation at the
perceived advancement of James and John allows Jesus to develop the theme
of service, which was introduced in the Second Prediction of the Passion. This
image of the servant reveals the true nature of Jesus and his ministry. He is
God's suffering servant echoing the prophecy of Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12. This is
the understanding of the Messiah that the disciples fail to grasp.

